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Feeding Hunger, Fostering Hope,
Furthering Success

Attendees at the Azalea Spiritual Leaders Dinner, from left: Michael Kenneally, Michelle Shonbeck, Judy Agee, Alejandra
Varghese, The Reverend Dr. Russell Levenson, Alicia Hartsfield, His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Juan Hartsfield, Dr.
Tom Pace, Charlene Brandau, Dick Agee, Jacqueline Kenneally, Robins Varghese, and Thad Faleski.

Spiritual Leaders Discuss Faith and Prayer
Last week Alicia and Juan Hartsfield and their guests gathered at Judy and Dick Agee's
home to dine with three Houston area spiritual leaders: His Eminence Daniel Cardinal
DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston; The Reverend Dr. Russell Levenson, St. Martin's
Episcopal Church; and Dr. Tom Pace, St. Luke's United Methodist Church.
"We were honored to host three esteemed spiritual leaders of Houston for what was an
unforgettable evening," said Judy and Dick Agee, who, along with the clergy, donated the
dinner to the 2021 Azalea Gala Auction. The dinner was purchased at auction by Alicia and
Juan Hartsfield.
"This dinner provided a rare opportunity to have an intimate conversation with three wellrespected Christian leaders," the Hartsfields said. "We genuinely enjoyed getting to see the
personal side of each leader and the experience provided spiritual food which nourished our
souls. What a treat!"
"It was a unique and wonderful sharing of beliefs and insights," CCSC Executive Director
Michelle Shonbeck said. "I think everyone came away with a full spiritual cup."

H-E-B, CCSC Partner
to Bring More Help
to Houstonians
H-E-B’s commitment to helping Texans and Christian
Community Service Center's mission to alleviate the
effects of poverty in Houston recently dovetailed in a
$20,000 H-E-B grant to CCSC’s Emergency Services
program.

H-E-B $100 gift cards given out recently at CCSC’s two
food pantries positively impacted more than 650
individuals, 40% of whom were children. Laura C.
received a gift card and said, “I’m very thankful. This is
so necessary. It is important to me and to my family. I
give thanks to God, CCSC and H-E-B for this help. For
people who cannot work this is a wonderful thing.”
H-E-B has a 115-year history of helping Texans and
collaborating with local nonprofits.
“H-E-B and our Partners (Employees) continue to focus
on making the lives of Texans better by serving our
communities through philanthropy,” H-E-B Senior
Director of Public Affairs Lisa Helfman said. “From gift
cards, product donations and disaster relief to volunteer opportunities, H-E-B is always
ready to support organizations that make a powerful difference in our city.”
CCSC staff witnessed that powerful difference in the reactions of those receiving gift cards.
“For those living on a limited income, these gift cards were an extraordinary boost,” CCSC
Executive Director Michelle Shonbeck said. “I spoke to one of the fathers who received a
card and he had tears in his eyes describing what this meant to him and his family.”
Gift card recipient Patrick R. said, “Anything is a blessing, a loaf of bread is a blessing. This
is a savings that makes it possible for me to help my mom. I appreciate it. Thank you, H-EB!”
“CCSC clients came to both our sites expecting bags of groceries but walked away with even
more. These H-E-B gift cards provide an opportunity to purchase the items they most need
in addition to our nutritious food packages,” Program Director Karen Holloman said.
“CCSC was founded to reduce the effects of poverty, and today we continue that work by
focusing on emergency assistance, job training, and support for youth,” Holloman added.
“H-E-B is propelling that mission by investing in CCSC. We are grateful to our friends at HE-B.”

Youth Support CCSC
Through
Souper Bowl of Caring
No matter what team wins the Super Bowl, CCSC’s
clients are always winners in the Souper Bowl of
Caring.
Hundreds of bags of groceries and thousands of
dollars were donated to CCSC's Emergency
Services during Souper Bowl of Caring 2022.
Thank you to the many youth groups, scout groups, churches and individuals who donated,
including Boy Scout Pack 130, Bethany Christian Church, Faith Lutheran Church, Christ the
King Lutheran Church, St. Luke's Presbyterian Church and St. Luke's Day School.
“It’s a good way to give food to people who need it,” said Nathaniel Allen, a member of
Christ the King Lutheran Church’s youth group. “Super Bowl is a big event for everyone in
America so why not make it even better?”
Nathan Wiker, a CCSC Board member and a member of Christ the King Lutheran Church,
was filling in for the church’s youth pastor on Souper Bowl Sunday. “If it has to do with
helping CCSC, I’m going to be there,” Wiker said. “The mission of CCSC is core to my
principles of helping those who need help, and Souper Bowl of Caring is a great way to do
it.”
Lilly Hurysz, who collected donations with her St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church youth group,
explained her reasons for participating. “I think Rev. Harbison said it best today, ‘To take
care of the spiritual, you have to take care of the physical first.’ And CCSC is so cool, it

brings together people of all faiths to help others.”
Click here to see pictures of some of the many youths who participated in Souper Bowl of
Caring.

CCSC Needs
Special Event Volunteers
to Lead Youth Programs
Do you like planning special events? Do you want to make a
difference and help underserved youth?
CCSC’s Back To School and Jingle Bell Express programs are
looking for energetic volunteers to join these dynamic teams.
Committee members are invited to serve a three-year term
that involves once-monthly evening planning meetings and
hands-on leadership during the event week.
The Back To School program equips 6,500 students with school supplies and uniform
vouchers. Planning takes place from April to August with a community event in late
July/early August.
The Jingle Bell Express program ensures children in need have toys, books and food for
Christmas. Planning runs from August to December with a hands-on event in early
December. Book Team and Toy Team members begin working earlier in the year.
Contact Cathy Brown at seasonal@ccschouston.org for more information on these volunteer
committee positions.

Get a Ticket Today
for Fostering Hope Luncheon
If you haven’t purchased your tickets yet,
there is still time to grab a seat for our
upcoming Fostering Hope Luncheon.
The event will be held on Saturday, March 5
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at The Junior
League of Houston. Click here to purchase a
table or tickets, or to donate to the event.

CCSC Job Openings
CCSC’s Employment programs team has two job
opportunities. We are seeking a bilingual Financial
Coach and a Senior Manager – Entrepreneurship. The
Senior Manager – Entrepreneurship will oversee the
Martha’s Way and Professional Home Caregiver Training programs as well as the financial
coach. For more information, please visit ccschouston.org job-opportunities

Our mission is to serve the poor, hungry, disabled, and otherwise needy while
respecting their religious, ethnic or cultural differences.
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