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Feeding Hunger, Fostering Hope,
Furthering Success

Derek Sung's family and friends ran a summer food drive for CCSC.

CCSC Pantries
Need Food Donations
Traditionally, CCSC’s food pantries receive fewer donations of food and funds in the summer
months—kids are home, people are traveling—so we always say a Christmas in July food
drive would really help us to help others. This year, however, it isn’t just the busy summer
months impacting CCSC and those we serve, it’s the soaring costs of food and fuel.
CCSC’s food costs are up, as are the number of families needing food from our pantries. In
May of this year, CCSC gave out 51% more food packages than it did in May of 2021, and
37.5% of those served were children. According to the Houston Chronicle, local food prices
are up by 8.7 percent, year-over-year—that wasn’t in any of our budgets, including CCSC’s.
“At the beginning of the pandemic, when so many lost their jobs and needed to feed their
families, the CCSC community jumped in and ran food drives that made it possible for us to
continue to feed people despite supply chain issues. Right now, we need that same type of
help,” said CCSC President & CEO Michelle Shonbeck.
If your church, organization, family or scout troop would like to run a food drive to help
stock CCSC’s food pantry shelves we’d like to advertise it on CCSC’s social media. Contact
CCSC Communications Manager Erin Donohue at communications@ccschouston.org to
publicize your food drive, and contact Emergency Services-Central Manager Lydia Bias,
emergency_1@ccschouston.org, to let us know your donations are coming. To see a list of
what CCSC needs most, please visit our website.

Volunteer
 t Back To School
a
Summer is a great time to volunteer and CCSC has a fun
opportunity for you!
Volunteers of all ages can help with CCSC’s Back To
School program so students in need have the resources
to begin the new school year.
July 30–Join hundreds of helpers as we package school

supplies into pre-K to 12th-grade bags. Most tasks are
completed “assembly line style” making this an
enjoyable project for most ages.
August 5 and 6–Hand out school supplies and clothing
gift cards to our client families. Ages 12+ requested to
volunteer and bilingual skill (English and Spanish) is
helpful in some positions.
Location and times are available by signing up
here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4aa8ab2da3f5c25-back.
If you would like to register a group of 10+ volunteers, contact Youth Services Manager
Cathy Brown at seasonal@ccschouston.org.
If you cannot make the event (or even if you CAN) and would like to sponsor a Back To
School student, $50 provides new clothing/shoes and a grade-level school supply package.
Donations in any amount are appreciated. Give online at our website or mail a personal
check to CCSC, P.O. Box 27924, Houston, TX 77227. (Please make checks payable to CCSC
with “Back To School” written in the notes section.)

Representatives of the audit firm of Blazek & Vetterling present their final report to CCSC’s Finance Committee. Clockwise,
from left: Audit Manager Laura Plum, Blazek & Vetterling Partner Terry Frederick, CCSC President & CEOr Michelle Shonbeck,
CCSC Finance Director Judie Kochenower, Finance Committee Chair Chris Matlock, and Finance Committee Member Judy
Agee. Finance Committee members joining later and remotely: Pastor Clint Reiff, Deacon Larry Vaclavik, and Mike Vitek.

Audit Offers Transparency
to CCSC Funders, Partners
Each year Christian Community Service Center invites the firm of Blazek & Vetterling to do
a full audit of CCSC’s finances so that we can fully report the financial information to
funders, donors and our community.
“CCSC performs an audit each year and then posts it on the website as we believe strongly
in full financial transparency,” said CCSC Finance Director Judie Kochenower. “Our auditors,
Blazek & Vetterling, are highly respected in the nonprofit sector and have performed the
audit for over 20 years.”
“CCSC is strengthened by the individuals who share their financial skills by serving on the
Finance Committee of the CCSC Board,” added CCSC Executive Director Michelle Shonbeck.

CCSC audits are submitted to the Better Business Bureau, our funders and partners, and
national charity review organizations. To see a copy of the 2021 Audit, visit our website
here.

Houston Chronicle Visits CCSC's Garden
The Garden Team welcomed visitors, including the Houston Chronicle, last month during its
annual Open House. Check out the Chronicle's coverage of the CCSC Garden here.

TSU Interns
Build Skills at CCSC
Clients visiting JobNet or calling the
Emergency Services phone line in the last
four months often interacted with CCSC
interns Kayla Lee and Kiana Lockett, Texas
Southern University students in the final
semester of bachelor’s degrees in social
work.
Kayla and Kiana were also instrumental in
conducting follow-up interviews with recent
and former JobNet clients to find out how
they were faring and what additional
services they might need.

CCSC interns Kiana Lockett, left, and Kayla Lee, center, with
CCSC Success Coach Stephanie Wen.

is hoping to address the needs of seniors
impacted by economic hardship. Kiana felt

“I enjoyed helping Emergency Services
answer incoming calls and interview clients
for financial assistance,” said Kayla, who
hopes to one day work with vulnerable
youth. Kayla just accepted an investigator
position with Adult Protective Services and
will begin working on a master’s in social
work from the University of Texas at
Arlington this fall.
Kiana’s passion is senior adults. She always
appreciated the senior members of her
family and those in her community and she

her time at CCSC brought her varied
insights. “I got to work not only with clients,
but I also appreciate what I learned from
CCSC’s volunteers,” Kiana said.
“Having interns engage with our programs
is a great way to work on special projects
and get new insights into our processes.
They always provide creativity and
enthusiasm,” said CCSC Success Coach
Stephanie Wen. "We hope to add another
social work student again this fall."

Help Azalea Committee
Gather Auction Items
The Azalea Gala Auction Committee is gathering fun
auction items for the Big Board and Silent auctions
at the Gala in September. If you are able to help,
our wish list for auction items includes:
• Vacation homestays
• Gift cards to local restaurants
• Tickets to sporting events including the Houston
Open, U.S. Men’s Clay Court Championship, Astros,
Rockets, Texans, Texas A&M University or the
University of Texas
• Tickets to concerts or music performances such as the Houston Grand Opera, Opera in
the Heights, Mercury Chamber Orchestra, River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, Houston
Symphony, Elton John at Minute Maid, the ACL Festival or Da Camera of Houston
• Tickets to plays or musicals with Broadway Across America, Theatre Under the Stars, the
Alley Theatre, Stages Theatre or A.D. Players
• Tickets to dance performances including the Houston Ballet's Nutcracker production
Do you want to support the Azalea Gala Wine Pull? The best way to help is by purchasing a
Houston Wine Merchant gift card for CCSC at this link.
If you would like to be placed on a waitlist for a $2,500 table, we will be happy to contact
you if a table opens. Please email Sara Pybus at spybus@ccschouston.org to add your name
to the list. Currently, $5000+ tables are available for purchase and underwriting
opportunities are available at this link.
We hope you will join us at the Azalea Gala on September 21 to celebrate Joan O’Leary and
her many decades of support for CCSC!

Our mission is to serve the poor, hungry, disabled, and otherwise needy while
respecting their religious, ethnic or cultural differences.
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