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Feeding Hunger, Fostering Hope,
Furthering Success

Mobile Library
Gives Out Books at CCSC
What’s better than a CCSC Food Fair distributing 16,994 pounds of food into the
community? A CCSC Food Fair where a Curiosity Cruiser mobile library pulls up to give away
children’s books while parents pick up needed groceries.
The Harris County Public Library (HCPL) runs three Curiosity Cruisers donated by the Ladies
for Literacy Guild of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, an enthusiastic
supporter of CCSC's mission. The Cruisers visit schools, community centers, parks, and
other community locations to encourage the joy of reading.
“The goal is to build children’s home libraries,” said Guild member Sandra Shenkir. “The
cruisers go anywhere where we think they can make a difference."
The visit to CCSC made a difference you could see on the children’s faces and hear in their
words. “I did not expect this,” said Jessy F. “I love all these colors and I liked getting a
book.” Norman R. agreed. "This was a good surprise," he said. "I like to read and it's great
to get a book."
Katie Broussard has been with the Cruiser for over a year and says that the best part of her
job is “seeing the kids’ faces light up when they get a book.” Leslie Espinoza, who has
cruised with the program since 2020, said her favorite part is the surprise and delight on
the children’s faces when they realize they get to keep the book.
CCSC distributed 16,994 pounds of groceries to 225 families at the Food Fair, including

strawberries, watermelons, carrots, bell peppers, potatoes, pinto beans and cereal.
Volunteer groups helping to distribute the food included members of Faith Lutheran Church,
Hales Corner Lutheran Church (of Milwaukee, Wisconsin), Rice Temple Baptist Church, West
University Church of Christ, and St. Luke’s Gethsemane Church.

A pantry visitor is relieved to be bringing home groceries for her family.

How You Make a Difference
CCSC's Emergency Services program serves individuals and families from all walks of life
who are struggling to cover their basic needs. Unfortunately, rising inflation has resulted in
more and more families falling on hard times.
Because of your consistent and benevolent gifts, families can find assistance with food and
emergency financial assistance at CCSC.
Some of those you've helped:
• A family of four having trouble buying food and paying for gas to get to their jobs.
• A student who had the resources to cover her expenses when the semester started but,
due to a job loss, got behind on her rent. She found a new job and our rent pledge helped
her keep her apartment.
• A single father who worked at the same business for over 10 years when a medical issue
caused the mother of his child to give him full custody of their infant. His new schedule
caused him to lose his job. Rental assistance from CCSC allowed him to keep his apartment
while he found a new job.
Thank you for your donations that allow us to help those facing hardship.
The need in our community remains high. Your gift today will help more people feed
their families or pay rent or a utility bill when they are facing a crisis.

Volunteer
t o Help Students
CCSC has two volunteer opportunities to help
students for the upcoming school year.
Louise J. Moran Vision Care Program—Helping
students “get focused” can be a life changing
experience. Volunteers work in teams to screen
students’ vision at local partner campuses, typically

committing three to four mornings during the fall semester. An orientation and training
session will be held at CCSC on August 31. A background check is required. Thanks to the
work of dedicated volunteers, the vision of 21,785 students has been screened since the
program began in 2003. Through the generosity of the Louise J. Moran Foundation, 7,008
low-income students have received a comprehensive eye exam at the University of
Houston's University Eye Institute and 6,257 (89%) of those students received eyeglasses.
Those interested in becoming vision care volunteers can contact Keli Luce at
volunteer@ccschouston.org.
Back To School—Gather with friends or meet new ones at CCSC’s annual Back To School
community event! Spaces are still available to package school supplies on July 30 and be a
part of supporting 6,500 students in need. This project is fun for all ages. Location and
times are available by signing up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4aa8ab2da3f5c25-back
If you would like to sponsor a Back To School student, $50 provides new clothing/shoes and
a grade-level school supply package. Donations in any amount are appreciated. Give online
at our secure site www.ccschouston.org/backtoschool or mail a personal check to CCSC,
P.O. Box 27924, Houston, TX 77227. Please make checks payable to CCSC with “Back To
School” written in the notes/memo section.

Martha's Way
Celebrates Graduates,
Supports Next Steps
This month the Martha’s Way program
celebrated the graduation of 22 participants,
began a five-week English as a Second
Language summer program to help some
graduates communicate better with
potential clients, and held mock interviews
to sharpen their interview skills.
Volunteer Georganne Mansour teaches
Martha’s Way graduates the most common
English phrases for communicating about
housekeeping tasks and those that might be
needed in interviews.
“It has been my pleasure to volunteer and
to assist participants with developing their
English-speaking skills,” Mansour said.
“I feel very grateful for the Martha's Way
program,” said Tania Carcamo. “It taught
me a lot about how to perform cleanings
and undertake and register my cleaning
business. I thank (Martha’s Way assistant
manager) Mrs. Leonor very much for
her knowledge, for her patience, and for her
love of teaching us with excellence.”

Martha's Way participants gather before this month's
graduation ceremony.

Graduate Yesenia Posadas said, “I am very
grateful to be part of this team. Thanks to
what we have been taught, we now have
the opportunity to improve our lives and be
useful to the community. I hope Martha’s
Way will always continue; I wish the team
blessings. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart.”

Azalea Gala News
Azalea Gala Stock the Cellar
Alicia Hartsfield and Ginnie McConn chaired a
successful Stock the Cellar event at Sicardi Ayers
Bacino. The event was a fun community gathering
with the goal of gathering donations for our Wine
Pull at the Azalea Gala this fall. About 50 people
attended to hear well-known Houston Sommelier
Sean Beck describe several of his wine picks for
summer.

We are well on our way to our goal of 200 wines to
offer at the Azalea Gala Wine Pull in September,
but we need a few more bottles to put us over the
top.
You can help by purchasing a gift card from
Houston Wine Merchant at

http://www.houstonwines.com/registry/r6323pbr84. Or, if you want to purchase a specific
bottle for us to include in the Wine Pull, link to our bottle registry at Houston Wine Merchant
at http://www.houstonwines.com/registry/r6859pawwv
Azalea Gala Wish List
We have some great items for our Big Board Auction and Silent Auction—look for auction
highlights as we get closer to the event. We do still have a few items we would love to add
to the mix if you can help us:
• Vacation homestays
• Gift cards to local restaurants
• Tickets to sporting events including the Houston Open, Astros, Rockets, Texas A&M
University football, and the University of Texas football
• Tickets to concerts or music performances such as the Houston Grand Opera, Opera in
the Heights, River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, Houston Symphony, Elton John at Minute Maid,
the ACL Festival or Da Camera of Houston
• Tickets to entertainment events including the Houston Ballet, Broadway Across America,
Theatre Under the Stars, the Alley Theatre, Stages Theatre or A.D. Players
Azalea Gala Tables Available
Currently, Autumn Starburst Ticket Packages for two people are available and $5,000+
tables are available for purchase here. Underwriting opportunities are available here. If you
would like to be placed on a waitlist for a $2,500 table, we will be happy to contact you if a
table opens. Please email Sara Pybus at spybus@ccschouston.org to add your name to the
list.
We hope you will join us at the Azalea Gala on September 21 to celebrate Joan O’Leary and
her many decades of support for CCSC!

Our mission is to serve the poor, hungry, disabled, and otherwise needy while
respecting their religious, ethnic or cultural differences.
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